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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

WEBSITE 

 

The district website is located at http://www.bhpsnj.org  The individual school websites are linked to the district website. 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS 

 

Berkeley Heights staff have e-mail addresses which include their first initial and last name followed by @bhpsnj.org 

For example: jsmith@bhpsnj.org  

 

VOICE MAIL  

 

The voice mailboxes of district staff members may be reached by telephoning the school and using the names directory by 

pressing *. 

 

SCHOOL HOURS 

 

Columbia Middle School 8:10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Main Office extended until 4:00 p.m. most days. 

 

ABSENTEE PROCEDURES 

 

Research has proven that students who attend school regularly learn more and are more successful in school than students 

who do not. Parents who make regular school attendance a priority also are helping their children learn to accept 

responsibility and preparing them for success in the future. Students who are frequently absent tend to miss out on learning 

experiences, risk falling behind, and tend to be less engaged in their learning. 

 

When situations arise that prevent your child from attending school, parents should call the school to report a child’s 

absence and Press 1. To report your child’s absence please provide the following information: name, grade, reason for 

absence. If it is health related, please be as specific as possible. If you are not able to phone, please email attendance 

information to amartis@bhpsnj.org 

 

EMERGENCY CLOSING 

 

In addition to the district’s automated phone notification system (Honeywell Instant Alert©), the following will also give                                 

the pertinent information on emergency closings: 

 

Website http://www.bhpsnj.org 

Radio Stations NJ 101.5 FM 

Television Stations Channel 5 News WABC 

News 12 NJ  TV-34/Verizon 47  

WOR  FIOS1 Channel 501 and 1 on Verizon Cable 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @bhpsalerts 

 

 

PARENT CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

PowerSchool Student Information System – Parents are responsible for updating their online profile by completing the 

Student Information Verification process at the start of the school year. Changes needed during the school year are 

completed by the secretarial staff. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION cont. 

 

Schoolwires System – Parents will also be able to subscribe to the District and school websites for e-alerts. Access 

instructions for doing so on the district website in Resources For Parents. 
 

IMMUNIZATIONS 

 

Parents are required to provide the school with a documented record of immunization for student entry into school. More 

details about requirements can be found at Department of Health | Communicable Disease Service | 

Immunization Requirements. 
 

Parents must provide documentation of these immunizations from their child’s primary care provider by the beginning of 

school in September or students may not be permitted to attend school. 

 

SCHOOL VISITOR POLICY 

Our goal, in cooperation with the local police, is to maintain student and staff security through improved facilities, revised 

procedures, and the reduction of school visitors to the school during operational hours. Please consider the importance of 

your visit prior to your arrival. 

Those wishing to visit a school shall make arrangements in advance with the school office by stating reason, date, and time 

of the proposed visit. In all cases where permission is not obtained in advance, it must be obtained immediately upon 

entering the school. No visitor may remain at a school without the permission of the Administrator. 

Upon arrival at a school building, a parent/guardian must use the main entrance of the building and sign in at the 

“Welcome Window” in the secure vestibule, where they will be asked to provide identification and receive a visitor 

identification tag. 

Visits from students from other school buildings or districts are discouraged. Students are not permitted to have a guest in 

school unless the school's principal has approved the arrangements in advance. Visitors will not have access to the building 

beyond the vestibule unless they are invited in or have an appointment. 

Family members will be invited to visit our schools at various times during the school year. Information about the 

procedures for these visitations will be provided by the building principal and classroom teachers. 

Upon completion of the visit, the visitor shall return to the office to return materials and enter departure time in the 

Visitor’s Register. 

 

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM 

 

School lunch at the middle school starts mid-day. Sixth and seventh grade lunch is for 33 minutes, followed by eighth 

grade lunch which is also for 33 minutes. During the midday block, students not in lunch are with their EP teachers. 

 

The district website, http://www.bhpsnj.org has a link to each school’s menu. A complete lunch at Columbia Middle 

School has been set at $4.00 for the school year. An a la carte menu is also available.  

 

As a savings to parents, discounted prices are available and noted on the menu posted to the website. 
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PROGRAM OFFERINGS 

CORE PROGRAMS: GRADE 6 

 

CURRICULUM 

 

The curriculum for the sixth grade is developed around the same philosophy that is in place at the elementary schools. In a 

child-centered environment, higher-level thinking skills are fostered in order to help children become better problem 

solvers and decision makers. While the student's individual needs, desires, and potential continue to be met, Columbia 

School provides many more exploratory experiences in addition to the traditional academic curriculum. Each student is 

assigned to a team within which the core subjects are taught. The Progression of Courses charts for English, Mathematics, 

Science, and Social Studies for grades 6-12 may be found on the district website. Click on Curriculum, then go to 

Curriculum Resources. 
 

INTEGRATED LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

The goal of this program is the integration of the reading and English programs. Using this approach, the student is 

assisted in becoming a competent, proficient, independent, and critical reader and writer. The program's design integrates 

the strands of reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 

 

Basic reading skills, as well as grammar, vocabulary, and spelling continue to be developed and reinforced. However, they 

are presented in an integrated fashion rather than as isolated skills. Through this approach, authentic experiences and 

quality children's literature are used as the vehicles for instruction. Students will engage in research as well. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

The goals of the Math curriculum are to help students become mathematical problem solvers, learning to communicate 

mathematically, learning to reason mathematically, to value mathematics, and to become confident in one's ability to do 

Mathematics. Using the Common Core Standards as a foundation, mathematical operations, ratios, proportions, 

computation, problem solving, statistical variability, and conceptual understanding are taught holistically through 

experiences that are relevant and meaningful to students. Manipulative materials are used to enhance the understanding of 

math through concrete representation. 

 

SCIENCE 

 

The Science curriculum continues to explore specific content areas: physical and earth sciences. Students are motivated by 

drawing on past experiences, working on hands-on activities and by utilizing science process skills to learn facts and 

principles. Through teacher-facilitated and self-directed discovery, students will continue to develop the skills essential to 

scientific inquiry. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

The sixth grade Social Studies curriculum surveys the geography, culture, history, economics, and government of the 

non-western world: Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. There is also an emphasis placed on current events and current 

cultural differences that have been shaped by past events. In addition, the course is infused with civics, economics, and 

financial literacy. 

CYCLE PROGRAMS: GRADE 6 

 

Sixth grade students will be scheduled to a different offer in each of four (4) marking periods. 

Sixth graders engage in four different cycle classes. An array of courses allows for exploration designed to meet the 

students’ developmental needs and state standards. 
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CYCLE PROGRAMS: GRADE 6 cont. 

 

FOUNDATIONS OF ART 

 

The sixth grade art program continues to build on the aesthetic and technical skills developed in grades 1-5. The student 

develops artistic judgment by making interpretative choices. 

 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 

 

Students expand their keyboarding skills and learn more advanced word processing techniques to enable them to use this 

powerful writing tool to its maximum potential. Students are introduced to software associated with multimedia 

presentations and develop a facility with desktop publishing through hands-on projects and assignments. Computer safety 

and cyber-safety are also introduced. 

 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

 

Students are provided learning experiences in life and careers, consumerism, financial literacy and resources, nutrition and 

wellness, human development, relationships, fashion design, construction, and care. Throughout the cycle, the student 

applies the skills learned in each area using a hands-on, project-oriented format.  

 

MUSIC 

 

Your child will be scheduled for either Performance Music classes or General Music classes. Performance Music is an 

elective to participate in Band, Orchestra, or Chorus (Girls and Boys). The boys chorus is informally known as “Men In 

Black” but shows on the student schedule as simply “Chorus”. The General Music Program encompasses three 

components: the fundamental structure of music, the nature of learning and creating music, and the needs and interests of 

early adolescents. The program addresses such topics as reading and writing music, historical and cultural influences on 

music, and technological advances in the field. 

 

iSTEM 

 

Through the process of engaging in authentic, hands-on, open-ended design challenges, students will become familiar with 

the steps and processes associated with successful problem solving in the context of the engineering design process. 

Students will gain proficiency in the application of relevant Math, Science, and Technology concepts while expanding their 

comprehension and understanding of the human-designed world, the nature of technology and engineered systems, and the 

skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary to become well-rounded and successful twenty-first century problem solvers and 

innovators.    

OTHER PROGRAMS: GRADE 6 

       

INTRODUCTION TO WORLD LANGUAGES 

 

The sixth grade world language component meets on a rotational basis within the rotate and drop schedule. The students 

choose between Italian, French, or Spanish. The course consists of exposure to basic vocabulary, phrases, and aspects of 

the cultural traditions that are associated with the specific languages. 

 

ENRICHMENT PERIOD 

 

Enrichment Period (EP) is scheduled just prior to, or immediately after lunch. EP provides students with the opportunity to 

work in the library, computer lab, or to seek individual help or enrichment. For more detailed information, please visit the 

Columbia Middle School website and click on CMS Student Handbook. 
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OTHER PROGRAMS: GRADE 6 cont.   

 

BAND/ORCHESTRA 

The band and orchestra are comprised of all the students receiving instrumental lessons.  Students showcase their talents by 

performing in winter and spring concerts. Group lessons are arranged homogeneously according to instrument and ability 

level.  

 

CHORUS 

 

Chorus is available to students who wish to participate. Rehearsals are scheduled in the regular rotation of classes. The 

activities of the chorus are showcased in scheduled programs during the year. 

 

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

 

The library functions as an integral part of the entire school program. It provides the students with a great variety of 

materials which can be used for research or pleasure. In addition to the latest print collection, the students have the 

opportunity to use computers to access databases, electronic reference resources, and the web-based circulation system. 

Most of the district’s approved software programs are available in the library lab. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

The physical education curriculum is a continuation of what is taught in grades K-5 with a continued emphasis on skills 

and fitness. At the sixth grade level, games and simplified variations of organized sports such as soccer, football, softball, 

basketball, and volleyball are taught. Recreational activities such as weight training, tennis, and golf are also addressed. 

Safety rules are discussed as part of each instructional activity. 

 

Students are required by law to participate in physical education. Any student who is to be excused from a gym class must 

bring a note from his/her parent or guardian. A student must bring in a written doctor's note in order to be excused from 

gym for longer than a week. 

 

HEALTH 

 

Health is cycled during the physical education period.  Students are involved in units related to interpersonal relationships, 

the family, care of the body, human growth and development, substance abuse, personal and consumer health, community 

and environmental issues, nutrition, and diseases. A preview of each grade’s health film is offered to parents annually. 
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CORE PROGRAMS: GRADES 7, 8 

 

Each student is assigned to a team. Academic subjects are taught by the teachers assigned to a specific team. World 

Language, cycles, Physical Education, and Health are taught outside the team configuration. 

 

The progression of course charts for English, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies for grades 6-12 may be found on 

the district website. Click on Curriculum, then to Curriculum Resources. Enrichment courses are described on pages 20 

and 21. 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

The goal of the seventh and eighth grade Language Arts Program is to develop students who are self-directed, lifelong                                     

readers and writers. The Language Arts Program seeks to develop all strands in the English curriculum: reading, writing,                                   

listening, and speaking. 

 

Through literature, such as novels, plays, poetry, etc., students develop more sophisticated reading and associative writing                               

skills. The students are expected to complete research activities, as part of the course requirement at each grade level. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

SEVENTH GRADE 

 

The seventh grade program seeks to expand the student’s understanding of topics identified in the Common Core. Areas 

covered include expansion of ratio and proportion; addition and subtraction of rational numbers and representation of 

same; application of properties of operations as strategies to add, subtract, factor and expand linear equations; draw, 

construct and describe linear figures, as well as working with random sampling to draw inferences on a variety of topics. 

Problem solving and critical thinking are inherent in the study of all mathematical concepts and the eight mathematical 

practices are emphasized throughout the course. 

 

EIGHTH GRADE 

 

The eighth grade program is fundamentally a Pre-algebra/Algebra program. It provides each student with the skills and 

practice necessary for the solution of one and two variable linear equations and equalities by inspection, transformation, 

and graphing. In addition, students will work with two-dimensional figures, congruency, and to be able to describe the 

sequence that exhibits the congruence between them, as well as exposure and application of the Pythagorean Theorem. 

Problem solving and critical thinking are inherent in the study of all mathematical concepts and the eight mathematical 

practices are emphasized throughout the course. 

 

SCIENCE 

 

SEVENTH GRADE 

 

The seventh grade Science program is a course in Life Science. Inquiry-based laboratory investigations are an integral part                                   

of the program. The general areas of study include: living matter, various life forms, the body systems, and ecology. 

 

EIGHTH GRADE 

 

The eighth grade Science program, Foundations of Earth Science, is an Earth Science course with a physical science 

component. Inquiry laboratory procedures and techniques are included as part of the scientific method of investigation. 

General areas of study include the earth’s atmosphere, its structure and crust, weather and climate, changes in the earth, 

and its relation to the universe. 
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CORE PROGRAMS: GRADES 7, 8 cont. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

SEVENTH GRADE 

 

The seventh grade Social Studies is a world history course which examines civilizations from Ancient Rome through the 

Age of Exploration. Throughout the year, students will explore topics that influenced these societies including politics,  

geography, religion, and economics. Students will learn how past events impact our modern world. 

 

EIGHTH GRADE 

 

The eighth grade Social Studies program integrates the study of geography, economics, civics, citizenship, and culture that                                 

evolved as our nation grew. The course is broken into units that chronologically examine American History from the                                   

Colonial Period through Reconstruction. Included in this year’s course of studies is a new required class - Civics.                                   

Each 8th grade student will be automatically enrolled. 

 

WORLD LANGUAGES 

 

These courses are offered as electives in both 7th and 8th grades. 

 

SEVENTH GRADE - FRENCH, SPANISH, and ITALIAN 

 

The aim of the first-year program is to develop skills in pronunciation, listening comprehension, and oral expression. 

Grammar is the emphasis of seventh grade world language. Vocabulary and simple sentence construction are introduced as 

each course progresses. The civilization and cultural aspects of each language are an integral part of the program. 

 

EIGHTH GRADE - FRENCH I, SPANISH I, and ITALIAN I 

 

The second-year program continues to develop skills learned at the first level.  Oral expression, grammar, written 

expression, and reading are emphasized.  The study of the various aspects of civilization and culture are continued. 

Successful completion of eighth grade Spanish, French, Italian, or Latin at Columbia Middle School along with teacher 

recommendation will enable a student to be eligible for second-level placement in that language at the high school. An 

honors program is also offered at level I as determined by teacher recommendation. 

 

 

ANALYTIC READING - GRADE 7 

 

The Analytic Reading course is scheduled for a single marking period and provides seventh grade students intensive skill 

development in the areas of critical reading and comprehension. Using a variety of informational sources, including 

current events, expository texts, argumentative texts, and editorials, students will strengthen skills related to the NJ Student 

Learning Standards. In an effort to bolster critical thinking skills, there will also be significant focus on literal and 

inferential comprehension. 

   

CONNECTED MATHEMATICS - GRADE 7 

 

Scheduled for a single marking period, students will work on making connections between real-world situations and 

Mathematics. Students will utilize visual, contextual, physical, symbolic and verbal representations. Emphasis will be 

placed on developing the interconnections between these representations. Students will further develop their ability to 

justify and explain their reasoning with attention on the structure and essential features of mathematical ideas. Students will 

use informational text, videos, and online resources to create mathematical questions. They will work in small groups to 

develop and present their solutions. 
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ELECTIVE PROGRAMS: GRADES 7, 8  (ANNUAL STUDENT SURVEY) 

 

3D Modeling and Design (7, 8) 

A revised and updated course that includes 3D printing and digital design. This course originated as “Technology” at the 

middle school. 

 

Advanced Drawing & Painting (7, 8) 

Advanced Drawing and Painting will be limited to students that are focused on refining their artistic abilities and may 

consider advanced art courses at the high school. 

 

App Design (7,8) 

This course provides students with increased exposure to computer science concepts that they began to develop in Video 

Game Design. Students will work in groups throughout the cycle to develop a working app. Students engage in the design 

cycle to create, test, refine, and debug their product. A special emphasis will be placed on the collection and processing of 

data gathered from users and device sensors. 

 

Beginner Guitar (7, 8) 

This course will cover note reading, counting, and reading tabs. It will also cover chords, scales, and finger exercises. 

 

Business Marketing & Product Design (7, 8) 

In this course students will apply the design process to the development of a product and marketing plan. Students will 

work in teams to understand and apply the roles of marketing, finance, industrial design, engineering, and production to 

the creation of a product. 

CSI (7,8) 

This new course provides an investigative study course based on Crime Scene Investigations. 

 

Digital Challenge (7, 8) 

Students will continually develop and expand upon their understanding of engineering and design by developing skills for 

identifying problems, delineating criteria and constraints for solutions, and framing design briefs. Coursework provides 

opportunities for community and global civic engagement and fosters a sense of responsibility and ownership of critical 

global issues. 

  

Digital Creations (7, 8) 

This course provides students with a non-traditional approach to art by exposing the student to these concepts in a 

technological context. Students will examine how new and exciting technological tools can be used to create works of art. 

Students will gain exposure to a variety of iPad apps, computing software like Photoshop, and design tools like 3d printers 

and pens. As students progress in the course, they will apply art elements and design principles to their work and follow a 

design process as they create, evaluate, and refine. 

 

Exploring Art Media (7, 8) 

A revised and updated art course with a concentration on multimedia. This course originated as “Art” at the middle 

school. 

 

Fiction (7, 8) 

This new course is designed for fans of fiction. The course will center on both writing and reading. 

 

Music & Technology (7, 8) 

Though a hands-on approach, students will be given basic information on the rudiments of music and provided basic 

instruction in theory. Using iPad apps, the class will create their own original compositions. No prior instrumental 

experience is required. 
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ELECTIVE PROGRAMS: GRADES 7, 8  (ANNUAL STUDENT SURVEY) cont. 

 

Mythbusters (7, 8) 

This new course provides an investigative study course based on the popular TV series of the same name. 

 

Outreach (7, 8) 

A new course that centers on public service projects. 

 

Public Speaking (Grade 8 only) 

Students in this course will practice the art of writing and reciting oral presentations. The culminating project includes 

auditioning to speak at 8th grade graduation.  Auditions are on a voluntary basis only. 

 

Robotics (7, 8) 

This course provides students with a working knowledge of control systems and an understanding of the basic hardware 

and software required to navigate and manipulate real-world situations. This will be accomplished through programming 

and constructing autonomous robotic systems. Students will be exposed to concepts related to structures and mechanisms, 

control systems, and basic logical sequencing and coding frameworks. They will then be challenged to apply these 

concepts at varying levels of complexity using the engineering design process to solve problems and develop solutions to 

unique contextualized design challenges. 

 

Theatre (7, 8) 

A revised and updated course that relates to theatre.  Students will study scripts and perform skits. A course that focuses 

on communication skills and open to both 7th and 8th grade. 

 

Top Chef (7, 8) 

A revised and updated course more focused on menu and meal planning with cooking of course. This course originated as 

“Life Skills” at the middle school.  

 

Video Game Design (7, 8) 

This course provides students with a foundational understanding of computer science and programming. Students will 

engage in problem solving as they create, test, and debug their sprite-based computer games. Throughout the course 

students will follow the design process and will work collaboratively with peers. 

 

 

OTHER PROGRAMS: GRADES 7, 8  

 

ENRICHMENT PERIOD 

 

Enrichment Period (EP) is scheduled just prior to, or immediately after lunch. EP provides students with the opportunity to 

work in the library, computer lab, or to seek individual help or enrichment. For more detailed information, please visit the 

Columbia Middle School website and click on CMS Student Handbook. 

 

BAND/ORCHESTRA 

 

Instrumental instruction for both groups is provided in small groups, on a rotating schedule. Beginning, intermediate, and 

advanced students are welcome. Rehearsals for each group occur during enrichment period. Students showcase their talents 

by performing in winter and spring concerts. Jazz Band and Steel Pan Band memberships are by audition and/or teacher 

recommendation. 
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OTHER PROGRAMS: GRADES 7-8 continued 

 

CHORUS 

 

Chorus is available to all students who wish to participate. Rehearsals are held during the school day. The activities of the 

chorus are showcased in scheduled programs during the year. 

 

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

 

The library functions as an integral part of the entire school program. It provides the students with a great variety of 

materials which can be used for research or pleasure. In addition to a fine-print and electronic collection, the students have 

the opportunity to use computers to access databases, electronic reference resources, and the web-based circulation system. 

They also have access to presentation software. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 

 

Physical Education 
 

The Physical Education Program is designed to continue to strengthen previously learned skills. Through the integration of 

individual skills, students are taught how to participate in organized athletic activities. Experiences and instruction are 

provided in individual lifetime leisure-sport activities. The maintenance of physical fitness is stressed throughout the 

program. Students are required by law to participate in physical education. Any student who is to be excused from a 

Physical Education class must bring a note from his/her parent or guardian. A student must bring in a written doctor's note 

in order to be excused from physical education for longer than a week. 

 

Health 

 

Health is taught as a cycle program. Emphasis is placed on human growth and development, drug, alcohol, tobacco 

misuse, care of the body, interpersonal relationships and the family, personal and consumer health, community and 

environmental issues, nutrition, and diseases. A preview of the films shown during the Health cycle is available for parents 

to preview. A preview is regularly scheduled for the last Tuesday in September at 9:00 a.m., but please check the middle 

school website calendar for confirmation. 

 

ENRICHMENT AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS: GRADES 6-8 

 

ACCELERATED ENGLISH - GRADES 7,  8 

 

Accelerated English is intended for self-reliant, self-motivated seventh and eighth grade students who demonstrate superior 

oral and written language skills and who can think and express themselves with creativity and originality. Students master 

grade-level skills at an accelerated pace and then participate in activities which emphasize application of knowledge and 

higher-order thinking skills. Through writing and literature, students are presented with challenging experiences and are 

also encouraged to explore individual interests. Program selection criteria include performance assessments, a behavioral 

checklist, and a teacher recommendation. 

 

ADVANCED CONCEPTS OF EARTH SCIENCE – GRADE 8 

 

This eighth grade Science program is offered to students who meet the eligibility criteria. Selection is based on teacher 

recommendation, test results, and academic record. The course provides an in-depth investigation of Earth Science and 

some additional physical science components. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

Criteria for enrichment Mathematics courses may be found on the Progression of Courses chart located on the district 

website under Resources For Parents. 
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ENRICHMENT AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS: GRADES 6-8 cont. 

 

PRE-ALGEBRA - GRADES 6, 7 

 

The accelerated Pre-algebra Program is offered to mathematically advanced sixth and seventh grade students who meet 

district established criteria. Moving at an accelerated pace, students master seventh grade skills which are integrated into 

instruction in Pre-algebra concepts. 

 

ALGEBRA - GRADES 7, 8 

 

An Algebra course is provided for students who have completed the Pre-algebra Program and have met the program 

criteria. This course is taught using high school materials and appropriate accelerated pacing. 

 

GEOMETRY - GRADE 8 

 

A Geometry course is provided for students who have completed the Algebra course in seventh grade and have met other 

program criteria. This course is taught using high school materials and appropriate accelerated pacing. 

 

SCHOOLWIDE 

 

All students are given opportunities throughout the school year to participate in enriching experiences. Some opportunities 

are based on student interest or talent while others are offered to enhance the existing curriculum. Assemblies, speakers 

and field trips are some of the vehicles used for providing enrichment. A school-wide enrichment day may be offered to 

provide students with opportunities to expand current interests and explore new areas. 

 

ADDITIONAL ENRICHMENT EXPERIENCES 

 

Students may select or be selected to participate in a series of special programs designed to extend and enrich their 

educational experience. Programs may include challenge competitions, ROGATE, or academic lectures. 

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Extra-curricular activities are a vital part of a total school program. Columbia Middle School offers activities that appeal to 

many interests. Students are encouraged to participate. For up-to-date information, please visit the Columbia Middle 

School website and the daily notices for daily activities. 

 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR INTERSCHOLASTIC SPORTS TEAMS 

 

No student will be eligible to participate in an activity for one marking period if he/she has failed a subject or has received 

two D’s or more on the report card for that marking period. Students who are absent from school may not participate in 

any extracurricular activities that day without the approval of the Principal. In September, all students will be eligible to 

participate based upon their final average for the previous school year. 

 

ATHLETIC PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS 

 

A physical examination is required for each pupil prior to beginning practice on an interscholastic team.  A medical history 

questionnaire must also be completed and signed by the parent/guardian prior to the physical examination. Examinations 

may be conducted by your child’s physician. The results of the examination must be recorded on the proper form 

(available from the school and on the school’s website) and forwarded to the school nurse before participation or practice 

can occur. Any questions regarding your child’s participation should be directed to the school nurse well in advance of the 

season starting. For fall sports, please confirm your child’s status in early June. 

 

 

15 

 



SPECIAL PROGRAMS/SERVICES -- DISTRICT 

 

GUIDANCE  

 

The Guidance Program provides a framework within which students are supported in their efforts to achieve and maintain 

social and academic skills necessary to become responsible, effective students. Through the combined and coordinated 

efforts of the elementary and middle-school Guidance Counselors, Principals, classroom teachers, Child Study Team, the 

Student Assistance Counselor, the Guidance Director, and other school staff, assistance is provided at the appropriate level 

of development based on the needs of the student. Student and parent conferences are held to resolve issues or provide 

information. The monitoring of student performance is an ongoing process.   

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER PROGRAM 

 

The Berkeley Heights Board of Education provides an English Language Learner Program to children in grades K–8. A  

certified ESL teacher works daily with identified children in order to improve their proficiency in English comprehension, 

speaking, reading, and writing. 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL REVIEW 

 

Federal and state mandates require that each school district develop and implement a program which addresses the needs of 

students who do not demonstrate adequate basic skills. A Basic Skills Program operates in grades K-8 in order to meet the 

needs of these students. 

 

Students scoring below designated levels are considered for inclusion in programs for reading, writing, and/or 

Mathematics. Classroom performance and teacher recommendations are also factors used to determine eligibility. An 

I.S.I.P. (Individual Student Improvement Program) is developed for each student in each area of participation. This forms 

the basis of the individualized program. Students remain in the program until they demonstrate adequate skills in the 

various areas. 

 

STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 

The Berkeley Heights Public Schools recognizes that drugs, tobacco, steroids, and/or alcohol use is dangerous to the 

physical, emotional, and cognitive health and development of children. Through the Student Assistance Counselor, as well 

as through other health-related programs, students are educated regarding the dangers inherent in substance abuse.   

 

The Student Assistance Counselor, who may be contacted at 464-3100, not only provides relevant information but may 

also identify, screen, refer, and assist students who may be affected by their own or someone else's use of alcohol or other 

drugs. 

 

Students are referred through: (1) self-referral, (2) parents, (3) peers, or 4) staff. All referrals are strictly confidential. 

Identified students are interviewed by the Student Assistance Counselor to determine the extent of the problem and to make 

appropriate referrals to in-school programs or outside agencies. Individuals/ small group intervention may be 

recommended for students involved in alcohol/drug abuse or for students considered at-risk based on a variety of factors. 

 

INTERVENTION AND REFERRAL SERVICES (I&RS) 

 

Each school has an Intervention and Referral Services Committee (I&RS) designed to support general education students 

who may be experiencing academic, behavioral, and/or social/emotional difficulties that are impacting on the student’s 

educational progress. The responsibilities of the I&RS committee are as follows: 

 

● Identifies students in need and plans to provide appropriate interventions and/or services to address the student’s                               

needs; 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS/SERVICES -- DISTRICT cont. 

 

 

● Identifies the school personnel who will participate in providing interventions and services;  

● Provides support and guidance to the school staff working with the student; 

● Involves parents and/or guardians in the development and implementation of the plan; 

● Coordinates with outside service providers when appropriate; 

● Reviews and assesses the effectiveness of the plan and modifies or terminates the plan as needed; and 

● Refers the student to the Child Study Team for evaluation, when appropriate. 

 

A written I&RS Plan is developed by the committee which lists the strategies that can be implemented in school and/or at 

home to support the student. The parents and all of the student’s teachers receive a copy of this plan. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION: GRADES 6-8 

 

CHILD STUDY TEAM 

 

The basic Child Study Team is composed of a school Social Worker, Learning Disabilities Teacher-Consultant (LDTC), 

and a School Psychologist. Members of the team evaluate students who appear to demonstrate a disabling condition which 

interferes with educational success. If a child is determined to be eligible for classification, a special education program 

and/or related services is recommended which will address the identified problems. All classified students are monitored 

throughout the year by the Child Study Team. Team members also act as consultants and resources to Principals, general 

education teachers, and parents. 

 

REFERRAL TO THE CHILD STUDY TEAM 

 

A parent may request a Child Study Team (CST) or speech evaluation for their son/daughter by putting their request in 

writing to the Director of Special Services. This request is considered a referral. A CST member or Speech Therapist will 

contact the parent to schedule an Evaluation Planning Meeting within 20 days of the receipt of the referral. The purpose of 

the Evaluation Planning Meeting is to discuss whether or not the district will proceed with a speech or a CST evaluation. 

Except in certain circumstances, pre-referral interventions through the I&RS committee should be implemented prior to a 

referral to the CST. 

 

PROGRAMS - GRADES 6-8 

 

Resource Center and/or In-class Support Programs are available in each school to meet the needs of classified students. 

Individualized educational programs (IEPs), developed for each student, are used as the basis for providing either a 

pull-out or in-class support program. Academic skills, as well as study skills, are taught. There is close communication and 

cooperation between the special education teacher and the classroom teacher. 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY AIDS AND SERVICES 

 

Classified students who are placed in general classes may receive supplementary aids and services to support their success 

in the general education classroom. 

 

RESOURCE CLASS 

 

All attempts are made to include support for students in the general education setting; however, should students with IEPs 

require small group instruction and/or significant modifications, a resource class setting is created. 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS/SERVICES -- DISTRICT cont. 

 

RELATED SERVICES 

 

Related services are designed to help classified students benefit from the defined educational programs. These services 

include speech therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, etc. based on the recommendations of evaluations. These 

services are specified in the student’s IEP. 

 

SPEECH THERAPY 

 

Speech/language therapy is also available for students who have been assessed and determined in need of this service, who 

do not require a special education program. Articulation and/or language deficiencies are addressed. 

 

OTHER SERVICES 

 

Other related services are provided as defined in the student’s IEP. 

 

 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Clubs and activities (sometimes grade-level exclusive) are available to students on a yearly basis and should be discussed 

for appropriateness with the Child Study Team. 
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POLICIES 

 

Policies referenced in this handbook are particularly pertinent to you and your child and are enclosed so that they may be 

referenced easily. The Board of Education has adopted extensive by-laws and policies which relate to the organization 

and operation of the school district. The total policy manual is open to inspection in the Office of the Superintendent or 

online at http://www.bhpsnj.org. 
 

QUICK REFERENCE POLICIES FOR PARENTS 

 

1510 Rights of Persons with Handicaps or Disabilities 

 

1511 Student Disabilities Pursuant to Section 504 

 

2260 Affirmative Action Program for School and Classroom 

 

5133 Drugs and Alcohol 

 

5330  Administration of Medication 

 

5512 Hazing 

 

5512.01   Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying 

 

5600  Pupil Discipline 

 

5610 Suspension and Expulsion 

 

5710 Pupil Grievance 

 

5750  Equal Educational Opportunity 

 

5751 Sexual Harassment 

 

7422 School Integrated Pest Management Plan 

 

7434 Smoking and Use of Tobacco Products in School Buildings and on School Grounds 

 

7435  Alcoholic Beverages on School Premises 

 

8330  Pupil Records 

 

8461 Reporting Violence, Vandalism, Harassment, Intimidation, Bullying, Alcohol, and Other Drug Abuse 

 

8505 School Nutrition 

 

9150 School Visitors 
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http://www.bhpsnj.org/
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112601
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112602
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112617
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112758
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112766
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112781
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112782
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112792
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112793
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112798
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112800
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112801
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112857
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112861
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112862
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112880
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112887
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112894
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=berkeley_nj&s=112913

